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CRITERIA FOR STABILITY IN OPEN BITE TREATMENT.
Anterior open bite is considered one of the malocclusions of most diﬃcult treatment, especially regarding
stability. The literature presents many researches on this subject, but with controversial informa�on.
There are disagreements on the deﬁni�on of open bite, its e�ology and types of treatment. Possibly, the
lack of consensus on the e�ology of the anterior open bite may have led to diﬀerent types of treatment
and can be the explana�on for the high level of relapse of this malocclusion. The purpose of this presenta�on is to review the concepts of anterior open bite focusing on e�ology, treatment methods and their
stability and present criteria for the diagnosis and treatment of this malocclusion, based in its e�ology,
with examples of treated cases, stable for over 10 years.

PERCEPTION OF FACIAL ASYMMETRY
Facial symmetry has an important role in human face evalua�on. They can be caused by various factors
such as posterior cross bites, mandibular or bimaxillary asymmetry due to condylar hiperplasia or resorp�on and many other pathologies. According to its e�ology its severity may vary and therefore treatment
can be of an orthodon�c nature only, or evolve to a surgical treatment. Inves�gators have tried to classify,
characterize and measure asymmetry, but the subjec�ve aspect of this percep�on is a problem. The
rela�onship between facial a�rac�veness and slight facial asymmetries seems relevant for clinicians
dealing with dental-facial problems. If they do not aﬀect facial a�rac�veness, including them on the list of
treatment goals may not be necessary. Nonetheless, the point where facial asymmetry becomes more
clearly no�ceable is not well deﬁned, proving to be diﬃcult to tell when an asymmetry really starts to
become socially apparent. The purpose of this presenta�on is to discuss the current knowledge on percep�on of facial asymmetry and how this should be approached in daily prac�ce.

